THE PERSON OF CHRIST

P. 6

INTRODUCTION

The Significance of His name, His complete name is Lord Jesus Christ.

A. Lord –This is the O.T. name for God -- “LORD”, “Yahweh”, “I Am who I Am”; I Am the self existent One; Jesus is LORD Yahweh = GOD. Confess Jesus as LORD! Romans 10:

B. Jesus – salvation; deliverance. The name given to by Mary by the instruction of the angel Gabriel. It’s the O.T. name Joshua or Hoshea.

C. Christ – Anointed One; Messiah

(Son of God [Mt. 26:63] and Son of Man [Dan. 7:13; Mt. 24:29-30; 26:64] are titles give to LJC to describe his relationship to God and to man. “The son of” = “the same as”).

I. THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST

John 1:1-3; 6:33,38,41,50-51,58,62; 8:58; 17:5,24; Phil. 2:6; Col. 1:13-17; Heb. 1:2,8 2:10.

A. As to God the Father, He is called:

1. “only-begotten” -- s (monogenes) – John 3:16; 1:14;18. “one and only” (NIV).

It does not mean “to be born”. It does mean “one of a kind”, “unique”.

Jesus is the only unique Son of God, NOT God’s only born son. Angels are called sons of God and believers are called the children of God. Jesus is unique because of who He is and for His work.

Abraham offered his only-begotten son/one and only unique son (Heb. 11:17). But Isaac was not Abraham’s only born son. Abraham had many sons. Abraham also had Ishmael by Hagar and six other children by his other wife Keturah, who he married after Sarah died: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah (Gen. 25:1-2). Isaac was unique because he was the only born son of Abraham and Sarah, the son of promise. 

2. “begotten” -- (gennao) –. “to be born”. In Acts 13:33, Paul by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, applies the reference in Psalm 2:7, “Today you were born”, “begotten” (NAS) to Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Gennao is not used in reference to a beginning of existence, but as a “begetting from the dead/born from the dead”. This how it is used and defined in Scripture.

B. As to Creation, He is the “first-born” –  (prototokos)

Refers to position, rank, right of authority, primacy, or priority. The first-born has priority among certain things. Among them is a right of inheritance. The Christ has an authority or priority to:

Creation (Col. 1:15)

Mary’s Children (Luke 2:7)

The Church (Col. 1:20

Resurrection (col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5)

C. As to Man, the Theophanies of the Old Testament

1. In material form – symbols that show the Son’s connection with humanity

2. In angel form – He is the angel of Yahweh. All appearances or manifestations of God is the second person of the trinity. “No one has seen God at anytime” (John 1:18). We see God only through the one and only “unique” Son of God. “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

 II. THE DEITY OF CHRIST

A. The Old Testament Names of God are Merged in Him

1. Immanuel –  “God with us”  (Isaiah 7:14 / Mt. 1:23)

2. Adonia – “Lord”  (Psalms 110:1 / Mt. 22:42-45)

3. “I AM” “LORD” = “Yahweh”  (Exodus 3:14 / Jn. 8:58; 18:5-6)

B. The Names of God as Revealed in the Old Testament are Used of Him


Name

           Meaning


   O.T.

      N.T.


Yahweh Raha

The LORD my shepherd 

Ps. 23:1
John 10:14


Yahweh Tsidkineu
The LORD our righteousness 
Jer. 23:6
I Cor. 1:30


El Elyon

The Most High God 


Gen. 14          Heb.1:2; Mt. 28:18


El Roi


The God who sees 


Gen. 16
Heb. 4:13


El Shaddai

The Almighty God


Gen 17

Rev. 1:8


El Olam

The Everlasting God 


Micah 5:2
Jn. 1:1; Heb. 13:8


Jehovah Jira

The LORD will provide 

Gen. 22:14
I Cor. 10:1-4


C. He Possesses the Five Unique and Essential Attributes of Deity – These are attributes which are true of God alone. Self-existing characteristics. Also known as incommunicable attributes or non-moral attributes.
1. Eternality – God has no beginning and no end. Before there was a beginning there was God (Genesis 1:1). It is prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem and “His going forth are from long ago” (Micah 5:2). It is said that the Messiah would come as a child and He shall be called “Eternal Father” (Isaiah 9:6). Jesus, though only 30 years old claimed to be older than Abraham who lived 2000 years early, “before Abraham was I AM” (Jn. 8:58). God is called the alpha and omega in Isaiah 44:16. Jesus is called the a and o in Revelation 1:8,18; 21:6.

2. Immutability -- God does not change. There is “no variation or shifting shadow” (James 1:17). “I, the LORD do not change” (Malachi 3:6). God is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Psalm 102:26-27). The author of Hebrews applies this to Jesus in 1:10-11; 13:8.

3. Omnipresence – God’s presence is everywhere. There is no place that God is not present (Psalm 139:7-10). Jesus said to His disciples, “I am with you always” (Mt. 28:19-20). Jesus promised that “when two or more are gathered I am there” (Mt. 18:20).

4. Omnipotence – God is all-powerful. All power comes from God. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1). “By Him (Jesus) all things were created, both in the heavens and on the earth (Col. 1:16). He made the world and the plans as well (Heb. 1:10). Who can create the universe but God? If Jesus is only a mighty god and created all that there is, that alone is worth our worship and honor. And how much more mighty is The Almighty God to Jesus a mighty god? Jesus is called “Almighty God” (Isaiah 9:6). And is called “the Almighty” (Compare Rev. 1:8 and 21:6).

5. Omniscience – God knows all. He knows all that there is to know. It is said of Jesus that in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3)

Conclusion: “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9).

D. He Made Some Unique Claims of Deity

1. He claimed the right to receive human worship: Mark 5:6; Mt. 28:9,17; 21:9:16; John 5:23; 9:35-36; Heb. 1:5-6; Rev. 5:8-14.

Contrast: Exodus 20:3-5; Deut 6:13 and Isaiah 42:8 with John 17:5,24; 5:23.

There is only one God and only He is to be worshipped. Jesus knows this – Mt. 4:8-10, and accepted worship that only belongs to God.

Contrast:
Acts 10:25-26 – Cornelius worshipped Peter, and Peter refused to accept it.

Acts 14:11-15 – People of Lystra worshipped Paul and Silas. They tore their cloths in horror and refused to accept their worship.

Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9 – John worshipped the angel that gave the revelation. The angel said to worship God.


Acts 12:20-23 – People of Jerusalem worshipped Herod as a god. He accepted their worship and was promptly eaten by worms.

2. He claimed power to forgive sins -- 

Mark 2:5-11 -- Jesus said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven” The scribes knew what Jesus was claiming, for they said, “He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?” Jesus proved that He had the ability to forgive sin by healing the paralytic.

Luke 7:48-50 – Jesus said to the harlot, “Your sins have been forgiven”.
3. He claimed to be sinless -- John 8:46

4. He claimed that His blood was shed for others -- Matthew 26:28

5. He claimed He would judge the world -- Matthew 7:21-23; 25:31-32

6. He claimed absolute equality with God -- John 5:17-29; 14:8-9

7. He claimed infinite and unique superiority -- 

Matthew 11:27

John 6:33-35,41,50-51,58,62; 10:15

8. He claimed to be higher than all other ties – 

Matthew 10:37

Luke 14:26

9. He claimed that His disciples obey His commandments:

10. He claimed to give eternal life: John 10:28; 17:2; I John 2:25.

Question?

What Do These Claims Prove?

Do these claims prove that Jesus was God? No!

That is only one of the choices

These Claims Prove Either That:

1. Jesus thought he was God

2. Jesus wanted people to think that he was God

3. Jesus was accommodating the people who thought he was God

4. Jesus was God

These Claims Rule Out That:

1. He was a good man, but not God

2. He was a great teacher, but not God

3. He was a prophet, but not God.

E. His Deity is Claimed Throughout the Gospels and Epistles

1. Direct Testimony

a. John 1:1,14

Colwell Rule: A definite predicate normative has the article when it follows the verb, it (P.N.) does not have the article when it precedes the verb.

Translation: there does not need to be an article “the” in order for it to be definite.

Other Verses where the Article is Not Used: John 1:6,12,13,18; 9:16,33; Romans 1:7,17,18; I Corinthians 1:30; 15:10; Philippians 2:11,13; Titus 1:1.

“Jehovah Witness use and remove the articular emphasis whenever and wherever it suits their fancy regardless of grammatical laws to the contrary”.

b. Hebrews 1:8

“The Father said to the Son: ‘God your throne is forever’.”

(Father speaking to the Son)





Jehovah Witness Objection: They say that the word of God is not vocative (direct address) but nominative should be subject.

“The Father says to the Son: ‘God your Father is your throne forever’.”





Response:

1) In the New Testament period, the nominative was often used as vocative (direct address)

Hebrews 10:7

John 17:1,5,11

2) Their translation does not make good sense.

Conclusion: It is a direct statement of Jesus’ deity!

c. Titus 2:13

Granville Sharp Rule: (D.M. p. 147)

When the copulative  (and) (1) connects two nouns (2), (3) of the same case, if the article (the) (4) precedes the first noun and is not repeated before the second;

(4)  (2)   (1)    (3)

the God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

then – the latter always relates to the same person as the first noun. It denotes a farther description of the first noun.

d. Hebrews 1:3

e. Romans 9:5

1) A statement of Christ’s Deity

“who is over all, God, blessed forever”

2) Not a doxology

“May god who is over all be blessed forever”

In a doxology

a) The word is () would not be necessary since the word “to be” is understood in doxology

b) In doxologies, “blessed” precedes “God”.

Here  -- “God” precedes “Blessed”

Other doxologies -- Luke 1:68; 2 Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3

f. John 1:18

g. John 20:28

h. I John 5:20

2. Indirect Testimony

a. Luke 7:37-38,44-48

b. John 12:37-41; Isaiah 6:1,10

c. John 19:37; Zechariah 12:10

d. I Timothy 1:13

e. Galatians 1:1

F. Theories Opposing the Deity of Christ

1. The Arian Theory – Jesus was not co-eternal with the Father but was created by the Him. Jesus first created the Holy Spirit, and then created all other things. 

2. The Socinian Theory – Jesus was the best of men, lifted to deity. Named for Frausto Sozzini (1539-1604) He suggested that Jesus obtained a divine nature as a result of perfect obedience. Though Jesus became divine he was not fully divine. He believed Jesus was to be worshipped. Salvation was obtained by following Jesus’ life and teaching. He also rejected all of the other essential doctrines of the Faith. The first Unitarian (Socinian) Church was established in 1774.

3. The Unitarian Theory – Jesus was a good man, but is not to be worshipped. During the Enlightenment Unitarianism became more rationalistic and less supernatural. It steadily became more radical (pantheistic) and increasingly humanistic. They denied the Trinity, the deity of Christ, His incarnation, atonement, resurrection, miracles, and revelation as irrational.

4. Apollanarianism/Eutychianism – Jesus Christ had only one nature: a divine nature. He was not fully human. His body was not of the same substance as ours. Jesus, had no human soul, but the divine reason took the place of a human soul. This view was condemned at the First Council of Constantinople in 381 A.D.

5. Nestorianism – Christ had two natures (divine and human) and was also two persons (a divine person and a human person). He also possessed two minds and two wills. They did not worship the human Jesus. This view was condemned at the Council of Ephesus in 431. 

6. Monotheletism/Monophysitism (single nature) – Christ had one nature and one will. This view was condemned at the sixth Council of Constantinople in 680.

7. Adoptionist – Christ was the Son of God by adoption. Condemned at the Council of Toledo in 675.

8. Fredrich Schleirmacher – Jesus was only human. He possessed a perfect and unbroken sense of union with the divine, and also realized the full destiny of man in his character of sinless perfection. Jesus had a supreme God consciousness. By following Christ’s example we can become perfectly religious.

9. Immanuel Kant – Christ was first of all merely an abstract idea – the idea of ethical perfection. Saving faith is not in the person of Jesus Christ but in an idea.

10. George Hegel – Beliefs by the church about Christ are merely man’s stammering utterances on ontological ideas – symbols expressive of metaphysical truths. Jesus is a pantheistic identification of the human and the divine.

11. Albrecht Ritschl – He emphasized Christ’s work, not his person. Jesus was a mere man. Because of his work people attribute him deity. People may also attribute deity for themselves if they do the work of God as well.

12. Modern Theological View – Modern liberal theologians give a panatheistic idea of the immanence of God. Christ is represented in naturalistic way. Jesus was different in that he was only more conscience of the immanence of God within himself. Essentially all men are divine for God is immanent in all of us. God is in all, and all is God. We are all sons of God, just a difference in degree or consciousness or awareness of our deity.

III. THE INCARATION OF CHRIST (See chafer Vol. 5, pages 39-52)

Definition: “carne” – “flesh; “in fleshed”; the infleshing of God”. The incarnation is the divine act in which the second person of the Godhead was embodied in human nature, flesh and form.

A. Old Testament Anticipation

1. Types

a. Acacia wood – used to construct the ark and the tabernacle furniture: types of the outward presence of God.

b. Veil of the temple – The veil blocked man’s complete view of God’s presence and glory. It represented the outward manifestation of God. When the veil (Jesus’ flesh/body) was torn it spoke of our availability into God’s presence.

c. Desert growth

2. Prophecies

a. Micah 5:2 – He came from an earthly place - Born in Bethlehem.

b. Isaiah 9:6 – He had a natural beginning - “a child is born, a Son is given”. Child being born emphasizes His humanity; a Son given emphasizes His divinity. 

c. Isaiah 11:1 – He came from a earthly family – “a shoot out of the stem of Jesse”.

d. Isaiah 7:14 – He had a usual beginning – “a virgin/young women shall bear a son”.

Concerning The Virgin:

1. It had to be a great miracle to the house of David – It is no great miracle for a woman to have a child. It happens every day. The sign is meaningless if it just means a young woman. It means something more and something usual.

2. Ha Almah was the most appropriate word available – There is a duel fulfillment, near and far. A young woman in Isaiah day. A virgin in New Testament times.

3. Septuagint translates it by s (parthenos) virgin – Septuagint is the LXX: 70 men in 70 days who translated the O.T. Hebrew into Greek in Alexander, Egypt sometime between 150 to 200 BC). These men used the Greek word parathenos which means virgin.

4. The context speaks of deity of Christ – Isaiah 8:8-10; 9:6-7 – “For God is with us”. It ascribes deity to the coming Messiah, i.e.: eternal Father, Almighty God, etc.

5. “Emmanuel” cannot refer to a child of Isaiah or Ahaz only – Isaiah 8:3

6. The deciding voice is Matthew 1:22-23 -- Mary is called a parathenos – virgin: a women who has had no sexual relations with a man.

B. The Historical Record of the Virgin Birth – The birth of Jesus is recorded by the writers of the Gospel as a virgin birth.
1. Matthew 1:16-25 – Jesus was born by Mary only. Joseph is only referred to as the husband of Mary, not the father of Jesus. In verse 16 the “whom” “s” is feminine and singular. The Greek is very specific. The English is vague.

2. Luke 1:26-35 – Mary is called a virgin twice in verse 27, and Mary calls herself a virgin in verse 34. She literally says that she has “not known a man”.

3. Luke 3:23 – Jesus is described as “supposedly the son of Joseph”.

C. The Meaning of the Virgin Birth

1. The historical reality of His person – In Heb. 2:14-18 Jesus is describe as partaking of the same flesh and blood as all humans partake from their parents. He did not have divine blood. God is a spirit, and has no flesh and blood. He was made like His brethren, the descendents of Abraham, otherwise He could not have become a merciful and faithful high priest, nor become a propitiatory sacrifice, or even be tempted of sin, since God cannot be tempted. 

2. Relationship to His deity – It was not necessary for Jesus to be born of a virgin in order to retain His deity. It is a miracle that God could be born through any human, virgin or not. If God have so chosen, Jesus could have been born of both Mary and Joseph. It still would have remained a miracle.

3. Relationship to his sinlessness – It was not necessary for Jesus to be born of a virgin in order to remain sinless. He would remain sinless simply because He is the Holy One. God becoming human could not corrupt Him. M.R. Dehan argued in a book called “The Chemistry of the Blood” that Jesus’ blood was unique, especially created by God. This, along with the virgin birth, was necessary because people inherited sin and the sin nature through the blood of the male. However, are only men the carriers of the sin nature? Do not women possess a sin nature? Yes!

D. Denial of the Virgin Birth

1. Makes the New Testament a fraud or fiction

2. Present the apostles as either deceived or deceiving

3. Make Mary an adulteress

4. Slanders the angel that made the announcement

5. Blackens the character of Joseph

6. Blasphemes the Holy Spirit

7. Make Jesus illegitimate

8. Goes against the character of God

Question? Can anyone be Christian and deny the doctrine of the virgin birth?

4. The necessity of the virgin birth

a. Messiah must inherit the throne of a David through Solomon – 2 Sam. 12-16; Acts 2:30 – Legal Right
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d. Conclusion: Jesus’ physical right to the throne is established through Mary. Jesus’ legal right to the throne is established through Joseph. He was the only one at that time or since who could claim the throne of David. Thus, the absolute necessity of the virgin birth.

 IV. THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST

A. Evidences of His Humanity

1. Human birth and growth – John 2:7,12; 2:40-52.

2. Possession of a human body – Hebrews 2:14; 10:15; John 4:6.

a. During His life on earth

b. After His resurrection

3. His appearance as a human being

John 1:10

John 4:9

Matthew 16:113-14

4. His acceptance as a human being in Scripture

Romans 5:15

I Corinthians 15:21

I Thessalonians 2:5

Question: Did Jesus have a human soul and spirit in addition to His divine soul and spirit?

1. One view says, “Yes”:

John 12:27

Matthew 26:38

Mark 3:5

Assessment:

2. Another view says, “No”:

a. If two distinct entities are intended, the answer is “No’. (Buswell, Part III, p. 53)

b. If a limitation of the divine person to the human level on a least some occasion, then the answer is “Yes”.

c. Much of the discussion on this question confuses nature and soul/spirit.

d. Jesus did have two natures, but He was not also two persons!

B. The Purpose of the Incarnation

1. To reveal the invisible God

John 1:18

Hebrews 1:1-3

2. To provide an offering for sin

I Peter 2:24

Matthew 26:28

3. To “render inoperative” the power of Satan – Hebrews 2:14
4. To deliver men from the fear of death – Hebrews 2:15
5. To give the redeemed a High Priest

Hebrews 2:17

Hebrews 4:15

6. To show believers how to live

I John 2:6

I Peter 2:21

7. To fulfill the Davidic covenant

Luke 1:32-33

Matthew 1:1

8. To make us rich – (II Corinthians 8:9)
C. Errors Concerning the Incarnation

1. The Kenosis Error

a. Definition: The teaching that Christ at His incarnation emptied Himself of His divinity or that Christ ceased to possess the attributes of deity.
b. Wrong Views of the Kenosis

1. Thomastic – Christ gave up his _____________________________, but retained His ____________________________.

2. Gess – The Logos ceased from His ___________________________, and His ________________________________.

3. Edrard – Christ was reduced to the ___________________________, and possessed a purely ________________________________.

4. Martensen – The Christ had a __________________​​​_______ from two ________________________________________.

5. Dorner or Progressive Incarnation – Christ was a ____________________ He raised the receptivity of the human for the divine to its highest point.

c. Response:

1) Being truly God, He could not cease to be God.

2) He voluntarily gave up the independent use of His attributes of Deity.

3) He gave up the use (altogether) of His attributes of Deity.

d.   Explanation of the major passage: Philippians 2:5-8
1) The main verb is  (ekenosen) “He emptied” v. 7.

2) Other important words are:

 (morphe): “form” – vs.6, 7 – that which is identified with the essence of a person or thing.

 (skema): “fashion” – v. 8 – that which may change without affecting the form.

 (homoioma): “likeness” – v. 7 that which resembles something but is in some way different.

 (harpagmon): a thing to be clutched

3) Interpretation:

He existed in the form () of God.

He was () by nature equal with God.

He did not cling to the equality with God.

But He emptied Himself.
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4. Clarification:

a) Incarnation was not:

(i) A Casting off His deity

(ii) Merely union with a human body

b) Incarnation was:

(i) A Resigning the volunteer use of His omni-attributes

(ii) Acceptance of dependence on the Father

(iii) Subjection of Himself to the Holy Spirit

(iv) Voluntary acceptance of His temporary suffering of death

2. The error which states that Jesus had a fallen nature

a. Scripture used:

Matthew 4:1-11

Hebrews 2:18

Hebrews 4:15

b. Response:

1) His birth, though into the human family, was by the creative work of the Holy Spirit.

2) He never gave evidence of a sinful nature.

3) He claimed to be sinless – John 8:56

4) He never gave a sacrifice for sin.

  V. THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST

A. The Method of Satan
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B. The Purpose of His Temptation: “to cause Him to deviate from His set course”.

Mark 3:21

Mark 8:32

Matthew 4:10

C. The Possibility of His Temptation

1. All testing is in essence the same.

2. His sympathy is not for our sin but for the intensity of the suffering.

3. He has been successful in all testing.

4. Therefore, His sympathy is not with a person who has fallen but with one who has been tested – aside from whether he fell or not.

D. Did Jesus sin? No! 

Isaiah 53:9; Luke 23:41; Mt. 27:4; II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrew 4:15; 9:14; I Peter 2:22; I John 3:5.

E. Could Jesus Have Sinned?

No! God is holy by nature and He cannot even be tempted to sin, much less sin (James 1:13).

 Jesus could not have sinned, but the purpose of the temptation was still realized.

10%



50%



100%


He experienced the full degree of every temptation.

F. Which is True Concerning Jesus’ Temptation?

1. It was possible not to sin

(Then you allow that God could sin)

2. It was not possible to sin

The Impeccability of Christ – 

(Then what possible application does this have to my life?)

G. Considerations

1. Jesus lived His entire life without using His omni-attributes.

a. Omnipresence

1) Scriptures usually used

John 1:48

John 3:13

John 14:23

2) Assessment:

b.  Omnipotence

3) Scripture usually used

Seven miracles of John’s Gospel:

2:1-11

4:46-54

5:1-9

6:1-13

6:15-21

9:1-17

11:1-44

4) Assessment:

a) Do they prove it?

b) Was that John’s response?

c) What about these scriptures?

John 5:19

John 5:30

Mark 6:5

Matthew 11:1-4

b. Omniscience

1) Scripture usually used:

Mark 2:6-8

John 11:4, 14

Matthew 24:9, 14

2) Assessment:

a) What does omniscience mean?

b) How much can you not know and still know everything?

c) Did Jesus not know anything?

John 8:28

John 12:49

2. He was still God (the God/Man), therefore could not sin.

3. Since He did not use His Omni-attributes, He withstood the temptations as a man (like a high wire walker and a net)

4. Was the purpose of the temptation to:

a. See if He would sin

b. Demonstrate that He would not sin

* Outline used by permission of Dr. C. Norman Sellers Th. M.;Th. D. National Bible College Ft. Lauderdale, FL  (954)-561-5130; web site – http//swcc.org/nbc/htm.
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